Modern—
\-}jlt_h
Children

A New
York:
medlla
couple
for I()3d a
livable
space
for their
family that
doesnt
1V¢ short
r}llft h
d651 =

MET HOME SEPTOB 135




140

Family life—the big, juicy
kind with three kids under 10
and busy parents who juggle
successful careers as L*\pmlh

as they do mini foam footballs and Skaer Wirs action figures— seems
at odds with the standard precepts of the New York ity white-box
loake apartment. Hushed S[RICES with Speane |l|1u:r|;|;|:||_:|1_l.' on the walls
and pale orchids trembling in the corners can be difficult to recon-
cile with the kids at play or at dinner or in the bath. But you know
minimalism has turned a corner when, in a kitchen lined with
charcoal-colored vak and paperwhite Corian, a capacious steel sink
is requisitioned for the daily dousing of a toddler named Slate,

Further proof of the easy livability modernism can achieve is
contained within Slate’s vocabulary, which includes the word
“shower” and speaks of a pretermarural appreciation for the sleekly
honed limestone haven with dual rain-forest showerheads that nor-
mally accommodates the hygienic ministracions of che adults.

Making the cool appointments of contemporary design capti-
vating o someone who drinks his milk from a sippy cup has its
challenges, but it helps that his parenis—Fox Business Meowork
anchor Alexis Glick and hushand Oren Glick, who owns the digital-
imaging studio Shoordigital —are design buffs. More integral is the
assistance of an architect and a designer who ger thar desipn-centric
serenity for a vibrant family can be both comfortable and sophist-
cated, It's precisely why the Glicks hired Wese Chin and Roseann
Repetti (who are also husband and wife).
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The Glicks’ 8,400-square-foot space in the Flatiron district wasn't always
miles of chalky walls and creamy, rift-cut oak floors. “It looked like the suite

they comped you if it was 1970 and you were a high roller in Vegas,”
says Oren of the once-choppy quagmire of rooms that featured
glass panels erched with flamingos, mauve toiler bowls, a motorized
dry cleaner’s rack in the closet and a lurid red kitchen.

Drespite all thae, it held enough space for the Glicks —at the time,
they already had one child and were expecting a second {(Logan is
now &, Kvle 4). They had Chin spec the space. Through the garish
veneer he saw a wide rectangle with high ceilings and room to
stretch out. A gut job stripped everything away and replocred the
home with large public spaces—dining, family, media and play
rooms and the kitchen — Aowing directly into each other.

*1 call it horizontal living,” says Oren. “The best thing abour the
apartment is the bicycles: Our boys ride from one end of the apart-
ment to the other uninterrupred.”

T I-r:nking fora Iu'p@,l-r, more flexible space, the Glicks also wanred
to take a step away from the traditional. “We were yearning for
something new, with clean lines,” says Alexis, Ensuring that clients
have ampl:‘ space to put rhing;q away is something of an avocation for
Chin. “People want to be able to hide things, but they don’t want to
have to climb up a stepladder to access them,” he says. A standout
feature of the reficted apartment is enough concealed space to
accommaodare an Everest {waurh"}'}:umh, housed behind [Hlnl;l.'i of
Macassar ebony, white lacquered wood and statuary bronze.

Above; The dining area off the living room has & wall that’s been
skimmad in concrete; photographs are by Philippe Salomon (laft) and
Peater Rosa, The Corian table is ancother custom ploce from FTE Dasigmnsg
the Uirchin pendant fixture ks from Comerford Hennessy. Dpposite: The

husband-and-wife architecture-design team of West Chin and Roseann
Rapettl in front of the fover's partition-glass wall: floors arg rift-cut oak
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In outfitting the apartment, the Glicks wanted to establish a balance between
urbanity and accessibility. “Being too modern was something we wrestled

with,"” says Alexis. “We wanred to keep it kid-friendly. Gur first ques
tion was always ‘If the kids spill, can we clean it¥ " Reperti had an
arsenal of oprions at the ready. In the kirchen, stools are indeed cov
ered in white leather, but its been waterproofed, and smudges wipe
right off. Equally hard-wearing brown Ulerasuede covers the sofa in
the media room, and Repetti supplied a whole slew of refined custom
furniture— kitchen, dining and cockrail rables —that employs the
same tough-as-nails Conan vsed in kitchen countertops, *We wanted
every space to feel light and airy, and it's amazing how the Corian
does all that in a durable way,” says Alexis,

In order to ser off the photography that the couple collects,
Repetti kepe the color scheme muted. “We put in just a few splashes
here and there,” she savs, pointing out an Arne Jacobsen Epp chair
upholstered in Kelly green. Part of the point was also to make sure

that the three-bedroom space possessed versarility, so thar ir could
be modified to suit evolving tastes as the children grew older.

The bathroom in the master suite has thoroughly proved ics
cross-generational appeal. With an elevated pl.|t1'r-rn1 that contains
a gargantuan overflow bathrub connected by pebble tiles to an
ample shower stall, it is |H.'r!i.'¢'t for gerting the whole brood clean in
one fell swoop. “I can stick all my kids in ar once, and for them it's
like a lap pool,” Oren says, “ The place is our oasis,” says Alexis. @
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What the Pros Know
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