— TUBE TALK _
Jerks playing
; erence
on live shots

here’s a saying in TV circles that the
camera is a $50,000 idiot magnet.
Viewers got to see just what an idiot
draw a TV camera is a couple of times
this week when sycophants of radio jocks
Opie and Anthony turned up in the back-

ground of live news shots.

The incidents, part of a disruption campaign launched
by the XM Radio hosts, has forced local news producers
to end live shots early, and take other precautions to keep

the knuckleheads off the air.

For example, Tuesday at noon, WABC/Ch. 7's Marcus
Solis was ambushed while reporting on the rape of a

woman in Hunters Point, Queens.

As Solis delivered his live introduction, a man and
woman ran behind him carrying an O&A sign while
shoutmg their names. But rather than deal with the

. jerks, Ch. 7 never went back to Solis

after his report.

crime scene — Solis
was doing his best to
inform viewers of the
heinous crime that
took place. How insen-
sitive and inconsider-
ate of the Opie & Anthony camp.”

And WNBC/Ch. 4’s Pat Battle also
had an O&A disciple descend on her
live report on a shark attack from the
Jersey shore.

“We prepare our staffers, our journalists
to handle these types of situations profes-
sionally,” said a Ch. 4 spokeswoman.

“We have procedures in place to protect
the integrity of our broadcasts,” a
WCBS/Ch. 2 spokeswoman said. “Our
news department is comprised of veteran
reporters who should know how to han-
dle these situations.”

Considering the Web site activity and
planning of such stunts — there are on-
line instructions on how to pull off the
prank — we're far from the end.

No wonder. They’'re hard to stop, espe-
cially on a public street, and a similar
stunt, of course, got reporter Arthur
Chi'en so fired up he dropped an F-bomb
on-air and was immediately canned by
WCBS/Ch. 2.

And, yes, I realize just writing about
them will empower more of the weasels
to hit the street.

Trouble is, it’s a campaign with no
other purpose than to boost the visibility

“When will this distracting cam- i
paign stop?” asked a reader Charles .
James. “A rape scene — an active
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GLICK CLICKS: “Today's” Alexis Glick did
a seamless job of filling in as anchor.
of Opie & Anthony, who were fired by
WNEW after encouraging a couple to
have sex in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. It's
not a creative prank, it’s annoying.

At least when Howard Stern’s fans call
TV shows during breaking news, they're
supposedly proving that some of the

media don't check references befofé "
putting sources on the air. O&A’s fﬁ‘i

stunt isn’t that smart. 7 ,’{T

Random observations 510
B Keep an eye on the “Today” sh,’:;\},'r‘s ter-
rific correspondent Alexis Glick.; .,
Yesterday she filled in for Ann-Cuirry,
co-anchoring the 9 a.m. hour with'Al
Roker, and she’ll be back in the seatto-
day. She was fresh and added e 10
the show. TN
Glick, a former stock trader wha
worked at CNBC, was comfortable‘m the
“Today” seat, and was good on her feet
between segments. i
“Ann is away on assignment,” executive
producer Jim Bell said. “With the eﬁet
summer, it's good to have a strong bench,
and she's part of the team.”
B WNYW/Ch. 5’s Jodi Applegate had a
minor wardrobe malfunction Tuesday on
“Good Day New York.”
During a segment on summer fashions,
Applegate put on a new blouse,
“I'm not sure if I'm wearing exactly the'
right foundation garments with this partic:
ular one,” Applegate said adjusting her
garb. “It's semi-see- through whether you
want it to be or not.”
Interestingly, not one letter of complaint
arrived here.

E-mail: rhuff@nydailynews.com
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